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Good yomtof! 

 

I woke up this morning, having prepared and practiced what I was going to talk 
about today.  What then came to mind out of the blue was what my son says to 
me when I complain of a brief internet outage, or of not having remembered to 
buy cottage cheese.   Mom, he says rolling his eyes, “first world problems”. 

 

Of course we laugh together.  But it does help remind me what a comfortable life 
we live.  And at the same time, of how that isn’t true for everyone, even right 
here in our own backyard. 

  

What’s the relevance?  Well, here we are.  At this point through the Days of Awe, 
we‘ve identified our transgressions, we’re fasting, and we’re hopeful about being 
written in the Book of Life for another -- preferably healthy -- year.   

 

And now, along comes Isaiah, who says, wait!   Our individual and communal soul-
searching is all well and good, but more is expected of us.  And we get this 
message in no uncertain terms:   

    

“Is this the fast I desire?  A day for people to starve their bodies?  …No, this is the 
fast I desire … to let the oppressed go free … to share bread with the hungry and 
bring the poor to your house.” 

 

We make charitable contributions.  Some, directly volunteer their time or 
expertise, but largely, we do so without venturing outside of our insular 
environment and comfort zones.  Our first world problems, small by comparison, 
occupy most of our energy and time.   

 

 

Of course it’s daunting to think about addressing the universe of suffering and 
injustice we see around us, but that’s not our charge on Yom Kippur.  We are 
obligated to repair what we can.  
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In one effort, the Kehillah has partnered with other faith communities to support 
the Orange County Bail Bond Justice Project. 

 

Every weekday since mid-March, Kehillah members and others have attended 
first hearings at the Orange County Courthouse, to "bear witness" to the process 
of judge’s setting defendants’ bail.  Since the program began, 
significant reductions in bail amounts set have been noted, and the number of 
people released without having to pay bail has increased.   

 

The next prong of the campaign is the Bail Bond Justice Fund.    Too many people 
are held in jail simply because they don’t have the $500 or $1000 required to be 
released, and while detained, they can incur up to forty additional fees. The 
personal fallout can extend to losing their jobs, and seeing their children placed 
into foster care.   Being held in jail also puts pressure on inmates to plead guilty 
simply to be released to return to their families.   

 

The system criminalizes poverty.  The objective of the fund is to pay bail for 
identified non-violent defendants, preventing their lives from being derailed while 
they await trial. Since bail money is returned following the court proceedings, this 
is a revolving fund. There’s a flyer in the lobby with more information on how you 
can help.   

 

My intention for change in this New Year is to do more – to focus more time and 
resources on changing the situations of those who need help, and I hope you will 
join me.  Whatever you’re doing, do more. “To loosen the bonds of the yoke … to 
set the downtrodden free … and to break every yoke”.  This is the Fast that our 
Creator is talking about. 

 


